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The Charismatic Movement
II: History of Catholic Charismatic Renewal

Why 1967?

A turning point because of outbreak of CR in RC Church in USA in Feb 1967.  The Ark and the Dove retreat house north of Pittsburgh with a week-end retreat of faculty and students from Duquesne University.

Though the effects took a few years, CCR as it became known influenced the whole movement in the following ways: (1) it strengthened the idea of church renewal, encouraging Protestant charismatics to think in terms of the renewal of their denominations; (2) the rapid approval of CCR by Catholic authorities took much of the heat off the charismatics in the Protestant churches; (3) the issue was no longer focused on glossolalia.

	Tradition
	1st Conference
	Service Agency
	Year Formed
	Newsletter

	Catholic
	1970 (?)
	NSC
	1970
	New Covenant (1971)

	Episcopalian
	1973
	ECF (later ERM)
	1973 (later 1980)
	Acts 29 (1973)

	Lutheran
	1972
	LCRS
	1974
	LCRS NL (1975)

	Mennonite
	1972
	MRS
	1975
	MRS NL (1976)

Empowered

(1983)

	Methodist
	1974
	UMRSF
	1977
	Manna (1977)

	Orthodox
	1973
	SCOSR
	1977
	Theosis (1978)

	Presbyterian
	1972
	CCPM

PCC 

PRRMI
	1966

1973

1984
	PCCNL (66) Renewal News (1980)


This influence can be seen most clearly in the Kansas City conference (1977).  Catholic insistence on element of denom meeting and element of ecumenical made possible this kind of gathering distinctively different from other charismatic conventions, e.g. of FGBMFI.  It brought into participation many lesser leaders not in the spotlight.  Structure of Kansas City & subsequent inter-denom conferences: a.m. (denom groups), pm (workshops by teachers from all, free choice); evening all together.

However, CCR did not provide model for local renewal in other churches: CCR almost all either communities or PGs (later renewal and prayer centres), but with very few renewed parishes.  Only long-term examples of renewed RC parishes are where charismatic communities with priests have been invited to take over parishes: or as in Ottawa, a parish on point of closure is given to charismatic priest (& then small community).  However, for Prot chs, parish/local congregn is local church life.

Catholic: 4 faculty members at Duquesne University (dedicated to Holy Spirit) had been seeking deeper Xtn life, and they had read Wilkerson and Sherrill.  They visited an ecumenical PG led by a Presbyterian woman (Dodge), and were bhs (Dec 1966 or Jan 1967).  They then arranged a week-end retreat with about 30 students.  All were bhs.  This is really beginning of CCR as a movement.  Previously individual RCs bhs (eg Barbara Shlemon in 1965, some Catholics in Seattle, Fr Biesbrouck fm Belgium).  From there news spread quickly to Notre Dame (some of the young Duquesne profs were grads of ND); early March beginnings in Notre Dame, with assistance of Ray Bullard, a Pentecostal in FGBMFI; also spread to Michigan thru Ralph Martin and Steve Clark, working together for Cursillo.  From the start CCR had some different characteristics from previous CM: (1) predominantly lay (priests never controlled it, surprising for Prots?); (2) formed from educated young graduates and intelligent under-graduates; (3) most had been very active in Catholic movements and activities on campus and aware of Vatican Two; (4) vision for renewal of whole Catholic Church coming from context of Vatican Two; (5) ecumenically open because of Vatican Two’s opening to ecumenism (whereas Evangelicals tend to interpret charismatic unity in the Spirit in anti-EM and anti-institutional ways, Catholic charismatics did not, seeing spiritual unity at the service of EM).

In Sept 1967, RM & SC took up posts in Catholic campus ministry at UM in Ann Arbor.  Days of Renewal begun, and then communities formed, at Ann Arbor (Word of God) and at South Bend (1st True House, later People of Praise).  AA & SB become key organising centres of CCR (first called CP).  Founders of Word of God all RC, but community was ecumenical in intention from the start.  Other communities were formed in other cities: Servants of the Light (Minneapolis, MN); The Work of Christ (East Lansing, MI); the People of Hope (Newark, NJ); Alleluia (Augusta, GA); The Lamb of God (Baltimore, MD).

A Communications Center was soon formed at South Bend (turns into CRS).  NSC formed in 1970, firmly under community leadership with all 9 members from southern Michigan – northern Indiana area (Pastoral Newsletter becomes New Covenant in 1971), and CRS formally incorporated in 1971.  CRS organised annual conferences, compiled PG directory, published NC, sold charismatic literature and cassettes, published a few books.  In 1975 due to rapid expansion, CCRS & NSC incorporated separately.

Attendance at CCR conferences at Notre Dame

1967 80

1968 150

1969 500

1970 1,400

1971 5,000

1972 11,500

1973 20,000

1974 30,000

England
2 streams: one from USA (Bob Balkam); other from contact with English Pentecostals (Simon Tugwell, OP thru Joan Steele).  Days of Renewal from 1971.  NSC for E & W formed 1973.  Role of Bob Balkam.  1974: I produce a report on “Catholic Pentecostalism” for Archbp Dwyer of Birmingham.  Produces Good News (1976).  Bp Langton Fox (Jan 1976): Vedi, vidi, vinci.  Uses US materials: LiS seminars, New Covenant.  Much talk of community, but little develops in 1970s exc an ecumenical SS commy in West London.  Charles Whitehead (bhs thru Anglicans at Chorleywood and fellowship of Gold Hill Baptists) emerges as a leader in 1980s, member of NSC 81, chair 86.  Some small indigenous communities begin to develop in 1980s.

France

1971, July: Inter-confessional gathering convened by Thomas Roberts at La Porte Ouverte, Lux, Chalons with David du Plessis.  Becomes an annual event.

1971: Xavier & Christine le Pichon return from USA and start PG in Brest.

1971, Nov.: Visit of Père J-P. Régimbal to Carhaix.

1971: Visit of Albert de Monléon, OP to USA.

1972, February: W-e at Troussures organised by P. Caffarel, to which the le Pichons speak (12 - 13 Feb).  A few days later 1st Catholic prayer meeting in Paris: Martine Lafitte & Pierre Goursat.

1972, July 3 – 9: Porte Ouverte convention. 1,000 – 1,500 attend for whole week. 50% Cath, 50% Prot.

1973, Jan: Régimbal introduces CR to Dijon.

1973, Mar 4: 1st big charismatic rencontre for South of France at Congenié.

1973, May 5 - 6: Inter-confessional meeting at Protestant theological faculty in Montpellier: speaker Père Bouchet, OP.

1973, summer (?): 150 leaders of charismatic PGs meet at La Baume (de Monléon, Lyonnet, Mollat, Bouchet, Garrigues).

1973, Nov: Ecumenical conference at Viviers chaired by T. Roberts with D. du Plessis, M. Harper, V. Gaudet, A. Bittlinger.  150 expected, 500 came.

New Communities: Emmanuel (Paris, 1972); Chemin Neuf, (Fr Laurent Fabre: Lyon, 1973); Lion de Juda, later Béatitudes (Ephrem & Jo Croissant: Cordes, 1974); Pain de Vie (Pascal & Marie-Annick Pingault: Normandy, 1976).  

Major impact of these communities:

Revues: Il est Vivant! (Emmanuel, from 197 , still going); Tychique (Chemin Neuf 1975 – 2003); Foi (2004 - ); Feu et Lumière (Béatitudes, 197  - present: also German translation).

Taken over many monasteries and historic Catholic centres in France: Paray le Monial (Emmanuel); Hautecombe (Chemin Neuf);

Foundations in other nations, esp from 1980s, but little in Anglophone world:

Béatitudes (2003): Present in 32 countries; Europe: 46 houses; Africa: 11; Asia: 7; Latin America: 3; North America: 3; Oceania: 2; Middle East: 3

1,500 brothers and sisters live in residential community; around them is “une communauté d’alliance” called “Famille Béatitudes”.
Emmanuel (2004): Membership (2004): 7,200 members in 64 countries.  156 priests, 100 seminarians, 200 consecrated women.  Membership acc to nations: France: 3,600; Belgium 320; Rwanda 320; Germany 260; Congo 230; China 200; Holland 170; Hungary 150; Czech 140; Italy 120; Austria 120; Poland 120; Portugal 100; Ivory Coast 90; Cameroun 80; Slovenia 80; Romania 70; Slovakia 70; Indonesia 70; Vietnam 50; Benin 45; Togo 40; Australia 35; Nigeria 30, Senegal 30.

Parishes: France 17; Germany 2, Austria 1, Belgium 2, Holland 1.

Alsace: Close collaboration between CCR (led by Puits de Jacob Community: B. Lepesant now B. Bastian) and Lutheran CR, led by Kurt Maeder, now from St Nicholas, Strasbourg.

Prayer Groups form own association.  Pentecôte: Bulletin de Liaison des Bergers et Responsables (1990).  

Italy

CCR: 1st PG, Lumen Christi (Eng) in Rome (Fall 1971): founder: Fr Val Gaudet.  

Soon involved Fr Francis Sullivan, SJ (sent to investigate?); also present Fr Martini, SJ.  LC played a role in spreading CCR throughout the world, as many studying in Rome met CCR here and took it home.

1st Italian group at San Mauro Pascoli in Romagna (Fr Val Gaudet) in 1973.

16 – 19 May, 1975: Int. Conference, Rome.  Mass on Pentecost Mondayh in St Peter’s celebrated by Card. Suenens, 14,000 present, inc some bishops and 800 priests, followed by audience with Paul VI.

One of first groups to spread was Comunità Maria (Alfredo & Jacqueline Ancellotti).

NSC formed at 1st nat. conf. in 1977.

5th ann conf at Rimini in 1982: 10,000; 1984: 14,000; 1986: 16,000.

RnS: mag began Jan. 1985.

Stats: 3000,000 participants in RnS in 1998.  Groups and Communities:

1990:    906

1994: 1,202

1997: 1,362

1998: 1,385 (Sicily 205; Piemonte e Vallle d’Aosta: 153; Lombardia 143; Campania 112; Sardegna 86; Marche 85; Puglia 81; Lazio 73; Calabria 72; Veneto 62; Toscana 50; Emilia 49; Abruzzo 47; Liguria 43; Romagna 24; Basilicata 22; Umbria 22; Friuli 

v Giulia 18; Trentino A. Adige (ling. it) 14; SVIZZERA 12; mALISE 12.

1993: Cath- Evan (Pent) meetings (Calisi-Traettino) begin (June).

Brazil

CCR: Very large and growing.  CCR came to Brazil through Fr Harold Rahm, SJ followed by another American priest, Fr Edward Dougherty, SJ.  Came first to Belo Horizonte, Campinas, and Rio de Janeiro.

Emanuel Community founded in Rio de Janeiro under Dom Cipriano Chagas in 1977.  Publishes Jesus Vive e é o Senhor.  Community Cancao Nova in Queluz Centre, near Sao Paolo: radio ministry.  Led by Fr Jonas Abib, SDB.  As early as 1979, bishops were establishing norms for CCR groups: e.g. in province of Aparecida (1979).

Opposition of CEBs and CCR groups has been exaggerated.  One study in 1999 showed people saw little opposition (10 of 83 members of CEB interviewed also attended CRPG).

Many schools of evangelization formed from 1989.

170,000 gather in Sao Paolo 1992.  4 million Catholic charismatics in 1994, 8 million in 1998.  2,000 priests out of 13,800 reckoned charismatic in 1992 compared to 150 ten years earlier.  They dominate most of Brazil’s Catholic broadcasting.  Fr Marcelo Rossi, 30, had biggest TV audience in 1998.  

Bishops slow to see potential of CCR, but that has changed in last 10 years.  Pastoral Orientations of Bishops Conference for CCR in 1994.

India

CCR arrives in Jan. 1972.  Minoo Engineer, a convert while studying at Fordham Univ, USA and thru encounter with CCR; Engineers meet with 2 seminarians and 1 nun.  2 Jesuits return from studies in USA: Fr Fuster and Fr Bertie Phillips.  In a few months there were 20 PGs in Bombay area alone.  Spreads soon to Poona, Bangalore, Goa and Kerala.  Fio Mascarenhas bhs in 1972 while a Jesuit student (ordained 1975).  Fr Rufus Pereira (Bombay) also bhs in 1972, invited to PG by Sr Bernardine, Medical Mission sister just bhs; at PM 7 MM Srs, 2 Pent pastors plus wives, 5 old ladies, Fr Rufus & 2 chaperones for protection.  RP had a doctorate in Scripture, but it was for him only an academic subject.  A national convention of CCR in India held in Bombay in 1974 drew 600 participants.  Between 1973 and 1975, some leaders from a large Pg in Bombay led by a Protestant left the CC.

In early 1975, a presbyter of the CSI, V.M. David was bhs and healed sovereignly when he cried out to the Lord from his hospital bed.  David began to have a big influence in his area (Kottayam).

Magazine CharisIndia begun (1975?).  National Advisory Council formed in 1977.  Fr Fio 1st chairman of Indian National Service Team for CCR, and director of ICCRO in Rome (1981 – 87).

Fr Mathew Naickomparambil, CM (1947 -    ): bhs on his own c. 1970 as a seminarian before CCR known; ordained priest in 1976; daily proclamation of Gospel at Potta from beginning of 1987.  In 1990 Vincentians buy a hospital at Muringoor not far from Potta to form Divine Retreat Centre.  Up to 15,000 people participate in program at Muringoor each week.

Kerala had 4,217 PGs in 1989.  Estimated to be 6,000 by 1992.  Pereira estimates one million Catholic charismatics in India, organised in 10,000 PGs, of which 6,000 are in Kerala.  Annual conference attracts 50,000 people.

Philippines

CCR large and vibrant in the Philippines.  Est. 5 million people in 1994.  Several large communities: Bukas-Loob Sa Diyos Covenant Community; Elim Community (Bro. Willy Nakar); CCC of Cebu.

Biggest movement is El Shaddai, founded by Bro. Mariano Velarde, converted in 1984.  Gathers half a million people each Saturday evening for Mass and healing rally.

